Every place name
hides a story.

This is an account
of what happened.
Read and learn.
And come and visit!



and {lly_pi'ﬁiﬂnsvlk.

Ostr,

-~




TIMRA’S CULTURAL HERITAGE

Timra’s success has always come from its
forests. The forests have provided the raw
material for a range of operations including
the first ironworks, shipyards and today’s

modern pulp factories.

The vast forests that cover extensive areas
of Norrland have supported many small
communities over the years. Timr4, situated
where the river Indalsilven runs into the
Baltic Sea, is one of these.

The forests, which in the Middle Ages
provided buildings, warmth, tools, utensils,
even food and fodder, became a highly desirable
and valuable resource in the early 18th century.

The first ironworks needed firewood and
charcoal for enriching the iron ore. Timrd
became synonymous with shipyards and
timber production.

In the mid-19th century the arrival of the
steam engine in Sweden caused a great upswing
in the timber industry. Noisy saw-blades
were heard in the communities of Vivstavarv,
Fagervik, Ostrand, Framniis and many other
such communities.

This is now replaced by a modern industry
of gigantic proportions.

Timra’s history survives in its ironworks,
sawmills, remains from the great timber-
floating period, its workers’ tenements and
fishing villages. These are exciting places to
visit and provide a good image of former
living conditions.



TIMRA’S CULTURAL HERITAGE

1. Skeppshamn Chapel.
SKEPPSHAMNS KAPELL.
oPEN for booked visits.
TELEPHONE 060-480 43.
www.skeppshamn.com

2.L06gdo ironworks.
LOGDO BRUK.
www.logdobruk.se

3. Timra Church.
TIMRA KYRKA.
OPEN during services.

ADDRESS Jirnvigsgatan, Norra vigen.

TELEPHONE 060 — 57 28 go.
www.kyrkan.nu

4.Villa Merlo.
VILLA MERLO.
ADDREss Merlovigen 5.
TELEPHONE 060 — 59 41 60.
www.upplevmittsverige.nu

5. Laggarberg.

LAGGARBERG.

6. Timra Library.
TIMRA BIBLIOTEK.
oPEN Mon, Wed 10-19, Tues,

Thurs to 10-17, Fri 10-15, Sat 11-14.

ADDRESS Skogsvigen 26.
TELEPHONE 060 — 16 32 15.
bibliotek.timra.se

1 iVI%i.rlq_- [

a NS : .
1k
Midvinter- 8 T
vigen 8 [
— ﬁ E
QL L
4 Mgrlovagen




Vivstavarv

Y Framnis

Mariedal

331

Stavreviken

Bergefbrsen //

Sorsidan

Sundsvall

Spikarna



TIMRA'S CULTURAL HERITAGE

1. Skeppshamns
Chapel.

SKEPPSHAMNS KAPELL. On Asts island out in
the Tynderd delta, lies Sheppshamn Chapel, to-
day a listed building, The fishing hamlet on Asto
island has existed since the 16th century, and
here many generations of fishermen have lived a
harsh and frugal existence. The first chapel was
built in the mid-16th century. A new wooden

chapel was built in 1768 in Skeppshamn, where
there was a better harbour. The chapel was used
for meetings and storing fishing equipment as
well as services. It illustrates the hard life of the
fishermen. Asté island and Skeppshamn also
offer wonderful natural scenery. Today the
chapel is used for baptisms and weddings.

On the last day of the year traditional New Year
services are held. @ ©

2. L6gdo ironworks.

LOGDO BRUK. Ldgdd ironworks on ljustorp river,
near the coast was the largest foundry in 19th
century Medelpad. In 1685 many blast furnaces
and hammers for refining iron ore for export
were built. Production increased and smoke
extended like a black plume over the factory
chimneys for almost 200 years.

The works were on an estate which included
farm buildings and a chapel. The foundry owner
lived in the manor. The workers were housed
in crofts and cabins on the estate.



[~

-
-
,,-.--—E

Logds ironworks was a self-contained miniature
society. The foundry was closed in 1878 and the
grounds converted to farming. The blast furnace
was demolished, but the church, barn, manor
house and bake-house survive, and give a good
idea of how the area once looked.

Today there is a youth hostel, a smithy, a café,

and many activities, including canoeing along

the Ljustorp river. Q00

TIMRA’S CULTURAL HERITAGE

3. Timra Church.

TIMRA KYRKA. When Timra church was built
in 1796 it was one of the largest buildings in the
area and visible from afar. Today a motorway
and shopping centre are close by. For a long time
the church was an important meeting place

for the local community, who sought it out at
all times of the year, regardless of the weather,
to hear the priest’s sermon. Farmers, labourers,
and iron-workers, rich and poor, all shared the
church pews. And now, in another time and
another landscape, Timré church is still on

the same spot where it was built. It belongs

to Hirnosand diocese. It is an important part
of the cultural heritage relating the history of
our country.



TIMRA’S CULTURAL HERITAGE

4. Villa Merlo.

vILLA MERLO. Fredrik Biinsow was one of
Sweden’s richest men at the end of the 19th
century; having made his wealth in the timber
and sawmill industry. He built Villa Merlo in
1883 — 85 as his family’s summer residence.
With its turrets and towers it is like a German
fairytale castle in the midst of a shady English
park. The building still stands and is used as
the central archives for the timber group sca.
The park is open to visitors and is the perfect

setting for a picnic. 000



5. Laggarberg.

LAGGARBERG. Four large burial mounds over
2,000 years old, lie beside Laggarberg School in
Laggarberg. They have not been excavated so we
don’t know what lies within them. What they do
tell us however is that people have lived in this
place for a long time. When they were built the
mounds lay in a bay, but owing to the land rise
this is now a fair distance from the shore. Vis-
ternorrland has many similar burial sites which
help us reconstruct life in the past. Several of the
graves have been excavated, and from this we
know how the people lived, what tools they used
and which metals were available.

Horsta lies close to Laggarberg, and there
archaeologists excavated a grave which produced
a whole set of kit filled with weapons including
a sword, spear and shield. This raises questions
about the society in which these people lived.
What enemies did they need to defend
themselves from? Who were the rulers?

How was society organized? Find out more
at Murberget, the county museum in Hirnésand

and at Sundsvall Museum. ©

6. Timra Library.

TIMRA BIBLIOTEK. Timrd library has books,
audio books, magazines and music to lend.

All you need is a library card which can be
obtained free of charge. In the library you can
use the Internet, read newspapers or visit an
exhibition. If you cannot find books on the
subject or in the language you want, ask the
staff who will be happy to help. Current events
are posted on the library’s website, as well as
suggestions for reading. o







=Vivsta Shipyard, Shipyard Chapel.
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TIMRA’S CULTURAL HERITAGE

Why is history important?

How long have people lived in Visternorrland?
What did they live on? What sort of existence
did they have? What important events affected
the inhabitants? Just how old are the buildings
and cultural environments that surround us?
Wohat can they tell us?

Many questions can be answered by stud-
ying remains from the past which can help us
understand how people adapted to the varying
conditions of life at different times and why
society looks the way it does today. This is why it
is important to take care of our cultural heritage.
It is a vital source of knowledge about the past.

Why this brochure?

This brochure has been produced by the County
Administrative Board in Visternorrland.
County administrative boards are government
authorities that exist in every county and work
with issues that extend across the whole of
society. An important area of concern is the
protection of valuable buildings, churches and
ancient remains, ensuring that significant aspects
of society’s history are preserved and made
accessible to the public.

There are several other bodies in Sweden that
work with history and the cultural heritage.
These include museums, archives and libraries.
Through exhibitions, archival records and books
they reveal the past, the ancient landscape and
how people lived.

The aim of this brochure is to inform you
about some of the places under the protection
of the County Administrative Board. We have
also chosen to include other places that are well
worth a visit such as museums, libraries and
archives.
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Protection according
to the Heritage Act.

Listed buildings are those that are protected
by law. They must be preserved with care and
cannot be altered or demolished.

There are approximately 70 such buildings in
Visternorrland. They have been chosen because
they are excellent examples of historic architec-
ture or were important to the history of society.

Churches are also protected by the Heritage
Act which means that they must be preserved
with care and cannot be altered or demolished
without permission from the county administ-
rative boards. No church built before 1940 may
be changed or demolished, but even churches
which were built after that may be protected.
As Christianity was Sweden’s major religion for
more than a thousand years, the Church has had
a great influence on society. Church buildings
are thus an important part of our cultural
heritage.

Ancient remains are the traces of past human
activity from all periods. These can include
thousand-year old graves in the shape of stone
cairns or large grass-covered earthen mounds,
settlement sites, trapping pits for wild animals,
paintings on rock faces, old mills, and much
more.

There are no books from prehistoric times
to relate how people lived in those ancient days.
Therefore it is the ground under our feet which
holds an archive full of information on past life.
Ancient remains can provide much information
which is hard to find otherwise. They too are
protected from alteration or destruction by the

Heritage Act.



Some terms.

Since this brochure is aimed at everyone
regardless of background, here is a brief
explanation of some of the terms used:

Culture includes not only music, theatre and
literature, but also the way people live and
organise their existence and their society.

History is the study of human activity in

previous times.

Cultural heritage refers to the traces left
behind by previous generations, such as
buildings, houses, objects and customs.

Cultural environment is a very broad term
and refers to environments influenced by man,
such as towns and agricultural landscapes. It is
often used in a narrower sense to refer to a

limited environment such as a manorial estate.

Norrland is the northernmost region of
Sweden and includes Visternorrland.

The southern region is called Gétaland and
the central region Svealand.

A county (1in) is a geographical area delimited
for public administration, for example,

Visternorrland. Sweden is divided into

2I counties.

A municipality (kommun) is a smaller
geographical area with responsibility for a large
portion of our social services such as schools,
child care, geriatric care, planning of roads and
waterways, and integration. Sweden is divided

into 290 municipalities.

Translation is important since there are many
people in our province who speak languages oth-
er than Swedish. In order to reach out to as many
as possible with information about our history
and cultural heritage we provide this brochure in
Arabic, Persian, Swedish and Russian. Brochures
in the same series about other municipalities in
the province are also available in French,

Spanish, Somali and Amharic.
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Welcome to Timra.

There is a history behind everything you see
around you. All buildings, roads, fields and
forest groves have something to relate. Every
period had its events which affect our present
surroundings.

Increased knowledge about our history leads
to an increased understanding of the daily
environment we live in, with its mixture of old
and new which makes our society exciting and
interesting.

We present some places here that can help to
explain the origin and growth of Timr4, places
which are well worth visiting today.
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LANSSTYRELSEN
VASTERNORRLAND

Linsstyrelsen i Visternorrland (Visternorrland County Administrative Board)

871 86 Hirnosand. Phone 0611-34 9o oo. www.lansstyrelsen.se/vasternorrland
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Murberget — Visternorrland County Museum, Hikan Wirstrom, Jack Pettersson/Merlo Archives. Printing Lenanders Grafiska. September 2010.



