
Facts:
Established: 1983
Area: 35 hectare 
Landowner: Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency (Naturvårdsverket)
Managed by: Länsstyrelsen (County Administrative Board)
The area is part of the EU’s network of protected nature, 
Natura 2000

Desirable deformities
Like a sparkling eye in the midst of the old forest 
lies the quiet lake. When the red lilies flower Fager-
tärn awakes from its beauty sleep and for a few short 
summer weeks turns into a popular trip destination.  
The flowers come in shades ranging from pink to 
dark red. The water lilies of Fagertärn get their red 
color from a mutation, i.e. a random change in their 
genetic heritage. This mutation likely occurred 
in Fagertärn, but other lakes in Tiveden also have red 
lilies. Except for the color, the red water lilies are 
identical to white lilies. The red water lilies were dis-
covered in 1856 by a botany interested student, Bern-
hard Agaton Kjellmark. The rumour spread quickly 
and the rare plants were ruthlessly plundered – every 
botanist wanted them for their collection! Therefore 
the County Governor of Örebro protected the water 
lilies in 1905. 

Forest plants
Drag your eyes away from the water and set off on a
journey of discovery around the shore of Lake
Fagertärn. The forest nearest to the lake has not been
touched for many years, and many pines are over 200
years old. Plants that thrive here include the small

Like a sparkling eye, the lake lies motionless, 
deep in the old forest. For a few short weeks 
when the red water-lilies are in bloom, Lake 
Fagertärn comes to life and becomes a popular 
destination for visitors.

orchid, creeping lady’s tresses with its small white
flowers and the eye-catching orange-red Sarcodon
fungus.

Many bird species
There is rich birdlife and, particularly in the spring,
many species can be seen and heard. You may catch
sight of a black-and-white goldeneye or hear the di-
ver’s shrill call across the water.

Walk Around the Lake
A marked trail, 3 kilometers long, goes around Lake 
Fagertärn. The first 800 meters on the eastern side of 
the lake are wide and have a firm surface. Along this 
section, there are several accessible benches and pic-
nic areas. The rest of the trail is more hilly and can be 
more demanding to walk. On the eastern side of the 
lake, the trail follows an old railway embankment. 
This used to be part of the Aspa Bruk forest railway, 
built in the 1920s to transport timber from the Ti-
veden forests to Olshammar.
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§ How to get there
The nature reserve is situated about 20 kilometres south west of 
Askersund. From road 49, follow signs to Fagertärn from Aspa Bruk.. At 
the car park there is a tourist information office with a small shop, open 
during the summer.

Coordinates to the entrance
58.7651271,14.7017737 (WGS84)

6513937.65,482749.71 (SWEREF99)

In the nature reserve it is forbidden to:

•	 use boats, canoes or other floating devices on the lake

•	 swim or access the water area in any other way pick, dig up or  
	 damage in any other way water lilies or other water plants

•	 introduce plant or animal species

•	 light fires

•	 remove branches, cut down or damage in any other way living or  
	 dead trees and bushes

•	 camp or park caravans overnight

•	 drive motor vehicles anywhere except on the roads leading  
	 to the car park

•	 set up notice boards, placards, posters, signs, inscriptions or similar


