* The Meadow

Meadows are rare in today’s Sweden, but this is what
they looked like in the 19th century. The meadow in
front of you is one of about 50 of which have been
cleared of brush and recreated in Karum. In the past,
the harvest from the meadows decided how much
cattle would survive the winter. The meadow produced
both hay and leaves for fodder.

HARVEST TIME

Almost everyone in the village helped with the harvest. It often
started in early July and could go on for a whole month. The
men mowed the meadow with scythes which cut the hay close
to the ground. The women followed, raking together the grass,
which was then left to dry into hay. Finally, the fens and other
wetlands were mowed. Once the hay had been transported to
the barns, the cattle were allowed in for after-grazing.

The meadows also gave a second harvest, but that comprised
leaves from the trees, above all ash trees. The amount of fodder
the farmers could harvest decided how many animals they
could keep alive until spring grazing.

In the 20th century farming changed. The farmers began to
grow grass on the fields. Some meadows were ploughed into
fields and others were used as grazing land for the animals.

MEADOWS WITH ROOMS

There was a time when meadows started as clearings in shady,
leafy forests. Where light filtered in, grass and plants thrived, and
the meadow was created.

The meadows here in central Oland are special - they consist of
different “rooms”. They have been divided into rooms by all the
stone walls the farmers built in the Iron Age (500 BC-AD 1050).
Trees and bushes could grow to form green walls in the stone
walls surrounding the small rooms. The meadows could be
given strange names such as The Kitchen and The Living Room.

In the 1850s the nearby meadows were called Asklunden (the
Ash Grove) and Tomtangsbacken (Plot Meadow Hill). The word
ash refers to the tree that gave leaf fodder. The word plot
indicates that there has been buildings here, perhaps dating
back to the Iron Age. Keep going north and you will find out
more about that time.
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Six-spot Burnet,
Zygaena filipendulae.
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Leafless Hawk’s Beard,
Crepis praemorsa.
lllustrations: Emma Tinnert.
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Annual haymaking creates flowery
meadows rich in species, which attract
butterflies. Here you can see the
examples 1) Leafless Hawk’s Beard and
2) Greater Butterfly Orchid.
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