* Strommen and other waters

The stream you can see is called Strommen (The Current), just
like many other streams on Oland. In summer it usually dries
up, but in spring and autumn water flows freely. The stream
runs straight through Karum and was probably one of the
reasons why the farmhouses were built here. Strommen’s
water served both people and animals.

GREEN, JUICY PASTURE

The land alongside Strommen was especially good for grazing.
When the stream overflowed its banks in spring it brought
sludge that was rich in nutrients. The sludge brought life to the
grass and green plants, which grew green and juicy well into the
summer when other pastures had dried out. That is probably
why Stromplanen (The Stream Area), an area near to Strommen,
was the village’'s common grazing land well into the 20th century.

DRINKING WATER AND PUBLIC WATER

Animals could drink the water from Strommen, but people could
not. The villagers took drinking water from the wells they had
dug on their own properties. In Karum there were also water
sources that all the villagers could use. A map from 1817 mentions
the springs Grén and Lund, Ovre Brunn (The Upper Well),
Fagelkarr (Bird Marsh) and a new well at Vastergarden farm.

WATERPOWER

Strommen also drove small watermills where the farmers could
grind their grain. At the end of the 17th century there were
almost 200 watermills on Oland. The waterwheels were
horizontal and therefore suitable for a small

stream like Strommen.
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Illustration: UIf Ragnarsson.
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WATER FOR SOAKING FLAX, WASHING AND PLAYING

Strommen has certainly been used in many different contexts
that we do not know of today. For example, the villagers may
have had retting pools there. The flax they harvested was
“retted” or soaked in water to soften the fibres. The women then
worked the flax to be able to spin thread and weave for example
bedlinen, cloth and clothing.

When it was time to wash, Strommen was again useful. Children
helped to bucket up water and also filled bathtubs at home
when it was bath time at the weekend. And they surely took the
opportunity to play with bark boats where the water flowed
fastest. Perhaps there were frog spawn and tadpoles where the
water was still.
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