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KULLABERG

No matter where you are in northwestern Skine (Scania), you can usually see
Kullaberg headland silhouetted against the skyline, the promontory rising
prominently with steep precipices towards the straits of Oresund and bay of
Skilderviken, and sloping down towards the flat plains to the south. Woods,
fragmentary heathland and wild escarpments stand in stark contrast to the
otherwise predominantly cultivated countryside. Lying at the foot of the
escarpment are the idyllic settlements of Mélle, Arild and Brunnby old
church village. To the south, near the shore of Oresund stands Krapperup
keep with moat and mounds, surrounded by a large park, which is open to
the public.

Bedrock

Kullaberg consists of ancient bedrock, primarily comprised of gneiss, in com-
plete contrast to the surrounding plain which rests on younger, stratified
sandstone. The gneiss is mainly reddish to reddish-grey, but otherwise can
vary greatly in appearance. Rough crystals of quartz, felspar and mica also
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occur. Folds and cracks form interesting patterns in the rock. The larger

cracks are filled with black to brownish types of rock.These intrusive rocks
lic in bands, mainly across the peninsula from south to north, and consist
mainly of amphiboles and porphyrites. Along the length of the peninsula are
fissures with a similar type of rock known as diabase, or, in its special form,
"kullaite". These dark areas occur, for example, at Josefinelust, Karingmalen
and at the Diamond rocks south of Ransvik.

Types of terrain

The accentuated mountain ridge, known as a horst, has been formed through
cracks occurring in the earth’s crust, with the bedrock sinking down on
cither side of the middle section. The mountain ridge has then been sliced
through by vertical intrusive rocks, some of which have expanded into deep
ravines such as Josefinelustdale, Djupadale and the dale cast of Hakull. Peaks
rise between the ravines. From the highest point of the mountain, Hakull,
187 meters above sea level, there are extensive views over the surrounding
countryside. The second highest point is N. Ljungds, 175 meters above sea
level.

A most interesting type of terrain has been formed by the seca, which stea-
dily eats away at the high cliffs, which in some places rise to above 60 meters.
Because of the fissures in the mountain, and the varying durability of the rock
stratas, bays, rock clefts, cliff tunnels (Porten), rocky islands and skerries, as
well as stone columns or "rauks" (Sockertoppen) have been formed. In the
bays, the waves roll masses of stones against one another, so that they become
smooth and round. These stretches of wave-eroded stones ("malar") can best
be described as "cannonball grinds", and are to be found at Ransvik,
Karingmalen and Hakullsmal. The sea has also ground out caves in the cliffs at
Visit cave, Josefinelust caves and at Softing cave. They are not particularly
deep, and were formed when the sea level was approximately 5-10 meters
higher than it is today.

Land history
Originally the mountain was probably wooded, with small fens and bogs in
fissures and ravines. In view of the geobotanical aspect, it may be assumed
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that oak wood was the dominant cover.

Man had already occupied Kullaberg during the stone age, and remains
have been found for example in the caves such as at Visitgrottan. Other ancient
remains in the form of burial mounds and stone circles at Kockenhus,
Himmelstorp and Branneslyckan tell of further activity both on and near the
mountain.

During the 1500°s, the owners of Kullaberg were obliged to maintain a
beacon furthest out on the point. During this time, probably all the woodland
was felled, and when the first detailed maps of Kullaberg were produced in
the 1700’s, the mount was as good as treeless. It was only in the vicinity of
Kullagird and Himmelstorp that there was any continuous woodland, and
even this was strongly influenced by cultivation. Beech woods were encoura-
ged, and in among them were hay meadows and arable fields. Otherwise
juniper heath predominated, scattered with stunted oaks and bushes, where
cattle, sheep and goats grazed.

At the turn of the twentieth century, land utilisation changed completely.
Nearly the whole of the heathland was planted with conifers, predominantly
black pine, and with this arose the woodland landscape which today characte-
rises the area. Open countryside is found only in the vicinity of the village of
Bjorkerdd, on the golf course on Western Kullaberg and on the heights and
hillocks, where scattered fragments of the old ling heathland remain.

About 1980 most of the planted woodlands were stormfelled. Since then
large areas of heathland have been restored, both between Kulla mosse and
Fyren (The Lighthouse), and at Norra Ljungis, as well as at Djupadal. The
land is fenced and grazed by sheep and higland cattle.

Vegetation and flora

Kullaberg is characterised by a thin and species-sparse vegetation. The reason
for this is partly the meagre gneiss bedrock, and partly the earlier extremely
intensive exploitation of the land. The exception is the vegetation associated
with the bands of more nutritional rock strata, with the boggy areas and with
the precipitous cliffs. The land use history also is very variable. Thus,
Kullaberg is an area rich in variety, containing approximately 70% of all
Swedish non-alpine flora species.
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Woodland

In the pine woods, wavy hair-grass is virtually the only plant, the herbs
being almost non-existent. Ferns, brambles and scattered junipers occur
locally. Similar vegetation is to be found in the older spruce plantations, but
in the younger, ground vegetation is totally absent. The beech and oak
woods are more herb-rich. Certainly, there are exclusively wavy hair-grass
woods, but wood anemonies bloom profusely in the spring, and such species
as common cow-wheat, wood stitchwort, yellow archangel and woodruff
are common. In the ravines and along the banded rock stratas, blue anemo-
nies, yellow anemonies, dog’s mercury and ramsons are to be found. In
some areas, such rarities as the fumitory, Corydalis cava, and perennial
honesty may be found. Honeysuckle and ivy cling to trees and grow along
the ground. Towards the sea cliffs, the oak woods become more stunted and
contain elements of ash and lime. Damp places are usually dominated by
alder, ash and lime.

Ling and juniper heathland

On the dry, wind-exposed heights are the remains of the old ling-heath
commons. In addition to heather, bilberry, wavy hair-grass, sheep’s fescue,
polypody fern, heath bedstraw, tormentil, docks and sorrels all occur.

Over large areas, the juniper bushes have formed impenetrable thickets.
Sometimes, the odd fern can be found under these, but usually all other
vegetation is totally absent, apart from the junipers themselves.

In the restored heathland areas, wavy hair-grass dominates but successively
other species characteristic of the ling heathland appear.

Wetland and fen

All the wetlands have been influenced by peat extraction. Large areas are
covered by Sphagnum moss, and with cranberries, sundews and common
cotton-grass. Out in the open water grow club-rushes and bulrushes. Some
of the fenland is completely dominated by tall Carex sedges.

Coastal vegetation

Lichens are the only vegetation to be found on the windswept cliff-faces.
Among the stones and cracks, however, grow thrift, sea aster and common
scurvy grass.

On the slopes and mountain ledges, the vegetation can vary greatly,
depending on the aspect. North-facing precipices are characterised by grass-
or ling-heath, with such species as dwarf cornel and polypody fern. The
south-facing cliffs are much more species-rich, partly in the form of dry-
meadow vegetation. Here grow sticky catchfly, bloody cranesbill and spotted
catsear, together with such rarities as keeled garlic, black spleenwort, marjo-
ram and the hairy vetchling ssp., Lathyrus sphaericus, which is only to be
found on Kullaberg and one other locality in Sweden.





